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The Dark Path to Knowledge

The Autobiography of John Gough of Kendal
(1757-1825), ‘Blind Philosopher’ and Polymath

Edited by Michael Pearson and Ian D. Hodkinson

Published accounts of Thomas Gough and his work

Anon (1837) Officers and council, Transactions of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Association 5, 509. Gough listed as member.

Anon, (1840) List of Members of the Botanical Society of Edinburgh Institute, Edinburgh.
Gough admitted 11 June 1839, see p. 28.

Anon (1848) List of the Council, Secretaries and Members of the Palaeontographical
Society, London. Gough as local Kendal secretary.

Anon (1856) Public Institutions &c., in Kendal, Kendal Literary and Scientific Society. The
Kendal Mercury Almanack, p. 45. Gough listed as vice-president. also 1861 issue
listed as committee member.

Anon (1870) Deaths, Agnes Gough, The Medical Times and Gazette, New Series 40, 218.
Wife’s death.

Anon (1892) Notes and news — re. Thomas Gough, Naturalist 17, 112.

Anon (1909) The Library of the late Dr. Thomas Gough (removed from Westmorland). 7The
Athenaeum 4261, 26 June, 2; and 4262, 3 July, 2.

Anon (1942) The Wordsworth Collection Formed by Cynthia Morgan St. John and given to
Cornell University by Victor Emanuel. A Supplement to the Catalogue Compiled by
Lesle Nathan Broughton, Cornell University, Ithaca, pp.52, 53 correspondence with
the Wordsworths.

Anon (1855) Appendix to report on the select committee on the army before Sebastopol,
Reports From Committees, House of Commons 9, part 2, p. 469, Lists T. Fell as a
former assistant to Thomas Gough and then spending next seven years as independent
chemist and druggist.

Anon (1889) Thomas Gough, The Westmorland Natural History Record 1, 109-111. A short
biography and photograph.



Anon (1883) Guide to Kendal, With a Short Description of the Ancient Halls and Pleasant
Walks in the Vicinity, and an Appendix on the Birds and the Flowers of the District,
W.F. Robson, Kendal, section on ‘Birds About Kendal’, pp 53-57 is based on
Gough’s list.

Anon (2004) Mid 19" Century Staveley. The first excerpt from the files of the late J.C.
Robinson, Journal of the Staveley and District History Society, summer issue, 6-7.
Talks to working men’s reading room.

Baker, J.G. (1885) A Flora of the English Lake District, George Bell and Sons, London.
Contains many Gough records.

Bate, J. (2020) Radical Wordsworth: the Poet Who Changed the World. Yale University
Press, New Haven, p. 462 refers to Gough’s contribution to Wordsworth’s Guide.

Bellasis, E. (1889) Westmorland Church Notes, Volume 2, T. Wilson, Kendal , p.35. Thomas
gifted 2 shields to Kendal Parish Church (in clerestory window S).

Braithwaite, G.F. (1884) The Salmonidae of Westmorland. Angling Reminiscences and
Leaves From an Anglers Notebook, Atkinson & Pollitt, Kendal, 178-179.

Clark, J.W. and McKenny Hughes, T. (1890) The Life and Letters of the Reverend Adam
Sedgwick, Volume 1, University Press, Cambridge. Gough and Museum mentinoned
p. 250

Clarke, W.E. and Roebuck, W.D. (1881) A Handbook of the Vertebrate Fauna of Yorkshire,
Lovell Reeve & Co., London. Whimbrel p. 79.

Cranbrook, H.B. (1855-56) Botanical Notes . Spiraea salicifolia, Phytologist 1, 365-366.
Gough record.

Curwen, J.F. (1900) Kirkbie Kendall. Fragments Collected Relating to its Ancient Streets and
Yards, Church and Castle; Houses and Inns, T. Wilson, Kendal. Gough living@73
Stricklandgate.

Dresser, H.E. (1871-1881) A History of the Birds of Europe Including All of the Species
Inhabiting the Western Palaearctic region, Volume 8, H.E. Dresser, London.
Whimbrel p. 8.

Fisher, H. (1906) 'Botany.' pp. 37-86. In: W. Farrer and J. Brownbill, The Victoria History of
the Counties of England, Lancashire. vol. 1. London, Dawson. Gough record on p 47.

Forbes, E. and Hanley, S. (1853) 4 History of British Mollusca and Their Shells, London,
John van Voorst. Gough record on p. 203.

Godwin, H. (1883) Walks in the Regions of Science and Faith, John Murray, London. p. 124
Gough’s heron paper.

Gough, T. (1843) Note on the effect of the late mild winter on the occurrence of birds near
Kendal, Zoologist 1, 183-185.

Gough, T. (1843) Notes on the grey wagtail by C. Nicholson Esq, Zoologist 1,230-233.

Gough, T. (1843) Notes on the habits of a masked gull in confinement, Zoologist 1, 242-245.

Gough, T. (1848) On the arrival of migratory birds in the neighbourhood of Kendal in 1848.
Zoologist 6, 2224-2226.

Gough, T. (1848) Capture of the velvet and common scoters (4nas fusca and A. nigra) on
Windermere. Zoologist 6, 30.

Gough, T (1861) Chapter X1: Natural history of the locality, pp. 306-322 in Nicholson, C.
(1861) The Annals of Kendal: Being a Historical and Descriptive Account of Kendal



and the Neighbourhood. Second Edition, T. Wilson, Kendal. Gough provided a
detailed list of the plants and animals found in the vicinity of Kendal.
Gough, T. (1872) Personal Reminiscences of the Habits of Animals, Atkinson & Pollitt,

Kendal.
Gough T. (1878) Provincial names of British animals: Westmorland, Zoologist (Ser.3), 2,
291.

Gough, T. (1879) Vital tenacity of Succinea putris. Zoologist (Ser. 3), 3, 62.

Gough, T. (1880) Observations on the Heron and the Heronry at Dallam Tower,
Westmorland, Atkinson & Pollitt, Kendal.

Harting, J.E. (1872) A Handbook of British Birds, John van Voorst, London. Whimbrel p. 53.

Hudson, J. (Ed.) (1846) A Complete Guide to the Lakes, comprising Minute Directions for the
Tourist, with Mr. Wordsworth’s Description of the Scenery of the Country, &c. and
Four Letters on the Geology of the Lake District, by the Rev Professor Sedgwick,
Third Edition, J. Hudson, Kendal. Gough produced detailed botanical notices for each
of the localities described plus a list of snails for the Kendal district.

Jackson, J.W. (1906) Vertigo alpestris in Westmorland, Journal of Conchology, 11, 395.
Mentions Gough record.

Jackson, J.W. (1909) Mollusca of Kendal, Journal of Conchology, 12, 310-315.

Jackson, J.W. (1910-12) Jaminia secale (Drap.) near Penrith, Cumberland, Journal of
Conchology 13, 313.

Johnson, T.L. (1946) The grey-lag goose in Lakeland, Transactions of the Carlisle Natural
History Society 7, 75-87. Gough mentioned on p. 75.

Lowe, E.J. (1853) The Conchology of Nottingham, C.A. Bartlett, London . Received Gough
specimens mainly from Kendal e.g. Cyclas cornea p. 9.

Macpherson, H.A. (1892) A Vertebrate Fauna of Lakeland Including Cumberland and
Westmorland with Lancashire North of the Sands, David Douglas, Edinburgh. 77
mentions of Gough, mainly birds. See xxxii-xxxix.

Mitchell, F.S. (1892) The Birds of Lancashire, Second Edition, Gurney & Jackson, London.
Scoters p.176-179.

Moftat, C..B. (1898) Life and Letters of Alexander Goodman More with Selections from his
Zoological and Botanical Writings. Hodges, Figgis & Co., Dublin. For Whimbrel see
p. 170.

Moorhouse, S. (1940) Notes on a Westmorland Heronry, Naturalist, Hull, 200.

More, A.G. (1865) The distribution of birds during the nesting season, /bis 1, 1-26, 119-142,
425-458. For Whimbrel see p. 134. Also reprinted by British Ornithological Union,
London (1865), see p. 60.

Mullens, W.H. and Swan, H.K. (1917) A Bibliography of British Ornithology from the
Earliest Ttimes to the End of 1912, London, McMillan. Gough ornithological
contribution to Nicholson, p. 239.

Nelson, T. H., Clarke, W.E. and Boyes, F. (1907) The Birds of Yorkshire, Being an Historical
Account of the Avifauna of the County, A. Brown & Sons, London. Whimbrel p. 648.

Newman, E. 1854, History of British Ferns and Allied Plants, London, John van Voorst, p.
298. Gough record of scaly spleenwort.



Nicholson, C[ornelia] (1890) A Well-Spent Life: Memoirs of Cornelius Nicholson J.P., D.L.,
F.G.S., F.S.A., T. Wilson, Kendal. recollections of Gough pp. 11-24, sponsorship of
Nicholson’s book p. 94.

Oldroyd, D. (2002) Earth water ice and fire: two hundred years of geological research in the
English Lake District. Geological Society of London, Memoirs, 25. Chapter 2 ‘Adam
in Lakeland’ mentions geological excursion with John Ruthven and Adam Sedgwick.

Pearson, A. (1863) Papers Letters and Journals of William Pearson Edited by His Widow,
Emily Faithfull for Victoria Press, London. Many references as doctor and naturalist.

Petty, S.L. (1894) Constituents of north Lancashire flora 1597-1893, 4" paper, Naturalist 19,
290-296, p. 294 has a v. brief account of Gough.

Rawnsley, H.D. (1903) Lake Country Sketches, J, MacLehose & Sons, Glasgow, pp.145-146
in chapter entitled William Pearson of Borderside.

Selincourt, E. de (Ed.) (1967) The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth, Second
Edition, Volume 6, Part 2, p. 106 and Volume 7, Part 4, p. 310.

Thompson, W. (851) The Natural History of Ireland, Volume 3, Birds, Reeve & Benham,
London. Scoters p.126.

Turner, W. (1902) Occurrence of the harp seal in the north of Shetland, The Annals of
Scottish Natural History 11, 117. Harp seal in Morecambe Bay recorded by Gough.

Tyson, B. (1993) James Towers, a Kendal surgeon (1785-1846) and some of his medical
colleagues. Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and
Archaeological Society, series 2, 93, 197-214. See pp 205-206 for Gough.

Watson, J. (1899) The English Lake District Fisheries, London, Routledge. p. 212 refers to
Gough and char fishing.

Original source documents

Thomas Gough of Arnbarrow 1880, copies of will. WDAG/Box157/109 Cumbria Archives
(Kendal) and PROB/1880/W518 Cumbria Archives (Carlisle).

Proposed alterations to Thomas’s house on Stricklandgate. WSMB/K11/book 1/11 (Cumbria
Archives (Kendal).

Letter from Thomas Gough to Mary Wordsworth 1842. Wordsworth Trust collections
WLMS A/Gough, Mr/ 1.

Correspondence with Thomas Coulhardt Heysham of Carlisle. DHE/1/17 Cumbria Archives
(Carlisle).

Correspondence between William Wordsworth and Adam Sedgwick mentioning Gough.
Selections from letters related to the Guide to the Lakes, on Romantic Circles website.

https://romantic—circles.org/editions/guide lakes/editions.2015.guide lakes.letters.html

Newspaper cutting of Thomas Gough obituary. WDX 935/2 Cumbria Archives (Kendal).

Blank notice of meeting of Kendal Nat. Hist Society. WDX 523/2 Cumbria Archives
(Kendal).

Account book relating to lease on Stricklandgate House. WDK 195-6, 207 Cumbria Archives
(Kendal).



Papers relating to Kendal Natural History Society. WDSO 4 Cumbria Archives (Kendal).

Newspaper obituaries

Kendal Mercury and Times, 23 July 1880, p.3
Lakes Chronicle 30 July 1880, p. 3.
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